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April 21, 2025 - The Institute of Public & Environmental Affairs (IPE) released its 

Corporate ESG AI Q&A tool at the "Empowering Green Supply Chain 

Transformation" Forum during the Global Climate Academy Theme Day of Shanghai 

Climate Week. The launch aims to make environmental big data more 

understandable and actionable, improve incentive and accountability mechanisms, 

and support enterprises in enhancing their ESG performance. 

 

As part of IPE’s Blue Map AI ecosystem, the newly launched Corporate ESG AI Q&A 

tool integrates extensive data collection and dynamic assessments of both Chinese 

and international brands, listed companies, and tens of millions of enterprises. By 

leveraging large language models such as DeepSeek, the tool provides intelligent 

search and analysis services on corporate environmental and climate performance for 

a wide range of stakeholders. 

 

 
The new feature can be accessed by clicking the AI Q&A icon located at the bottom-right corner of 

IPE’s webpage: https://wwwen.ipe.org.cn/index.html. 

(AI-generated response. Please interpret with discretion) 

 

 

https://wwwen.ipe.org.cn/index.html


Accessing Environmental Data for Over 20 Million Enterprises 

 

In today’s environmental governance landscape, enterprises are expected to take 

primary responsibility for environmental protection, and their environmental 

performance and climate actions are receiving increasing attention. Since its 

establishment in 2006, IPE has been committed to advancing environmental 

monitoring, corporate supervision, and information disclosure through its Blue Map 

platform—building a user-friendly, open-access portal for environmental data. 

 

Building on China’s historic progress in environmental monitoring and information 

disclosure—especially the recent establishment of mandatory corporate 

environmental disclosure requirements—Blue Map has expanded its coverage to 

more than 20 million enterprises. As data volume has surged and categories of 

information have significantly broadened, IPE has launched its Corporate ESG AI 

Q&A tool. Powered by artificial intelligence, the tool is designed to process massive 

datasets and help stakeholders overcome key barriers in accessing and applying 

environmental and climate-related information more efficiently and effectively. 

 

 



 

The ESG AI Q&A covers a broad range of information, such as basic company details, 

pollutant discharge permits, government supervision records, performance grading 

by the government, environmental credit by the government, cleaner production 

audits, inclusion on exemplary lists, green manufacturing status, exemptions from 

production restrictions, and corporate responses to environmental violations and 

penalties. 

 

 

(AI-generated response. Please interpret with discretion) 

 

Moreover, it provides access to corporate environmental disclosures, including self-

monitoring data, pollutant discharges, and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Nearly 

100,000 companies have reported pollutant and carbon emissions data, with total 

disclosed GHG emissions exceeding 6 billion tons. 

 

Querying Green Supply Chain and Climate Action Performance of Brands 

 

Since 2009, IPE has been monitoring and evaluating the green supply chain 

performance of consumer brands and supply chain lead companies. The number of 

enterprises evaluated has steadily increasing and now covers 23 industries. The 

current version of the Corporate ESG AI Q&A tool is built upon IPE’s ongoing 



evaluation frameworks: the CITI Index, launched in 2014 to assess green supply chain 

performance, and the CATI Index, initiated in 2018 to track corporate climate action. 

 

 

 

The ESG Q&A AI covers the performance of Chinese and international brands in 

areas such as sustainability strategies, green and low-carbon design, water and 

energy use, carbon and pollutant emissions, waste management and circular 

economy practices, energy conservation and emission reduction measures, chemical 

management, and plastic pollution control. 

 

In addition, the AI tool for corporate environmental and climate performance not 

only answers user queries, but also guides users to explore whether a brand is 

driving green and low-carbon transformation across its supply chain. This includes 

assessing whether the brand has established green supply chain management 

mechanisms, identified climate-related risks and opportunities, tracked suppliers’ 

environmental compliance, reduced the use of hazardous chemicals and emissions of 

wastewater, air pollutants, and greenhouse gases, improved resource and energy 

efficiency, and minimized environmental impacts and GHG emissions throughout 



production and logistics. It also examines how brands engage partners and influence 

consumers to adopt more sustainable production and lifestyle practices. 

 

 
(AI-generated response. Please interpret with discretion) 

 

Querying Environmental and Climate Performance of Listed Companies 

 

Listed companies raise large-scale financing and allocate resources through capital 

markets, but they also face stricter compliance and disclosure requirements. Their 

ESG performance has thus become a focal point of public attention and a key area 

for sustainability-related disclosures. 

 

In 2023, the International Sustainability Standards Board (ISSB) released the IFRS S1 

General Requirements for Disclosure of Sustainability-related Financial Information 

and IFRS S2 Climate-related Disclosures, aiming to promote the disclosure of 

information on sustainability-related risks and opportunities by companies. 

 



In international trade and investment activities, ESG disclosure and related 

requirements are also becoming increasingly mandatory. The European Union has 

introduced measures such as the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), the 

Battery Regulation, and the Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD). 

Stock exchanges in Hong Kong and Singapore have also tightened environmental 

and climate disclosure requirements for listed companies. 

 

To support China’s dual carbon goals and the broader transition toward a green 

economy, the country has initiated deep reforms in information disclosure for listed 

companies, aiming to promote high-quality development of its capital markets. The 

State-owned Assets Supervision and Administration Commission (SASAC) has called 

on listed companies controlled by central SOEs to enhance disclosure quality and 

strengthen ESG governance systems.  

 

Aligning with the ISSB disclosure framework, the Ministry of Finance has issued the 

Basic Standards for Enterprise Sustainability Disclosure (Trial) to build China’s 

sustainability disclosure system and standardize corporate sustainability information 

disclosure. 

 

The Shanghai Stock Exchange, Shenzhen Stock Exchange, and Beijing Stock Exchange 

have jointly issued the Self-Regulation Guidelines for Listed Companies—

Sustainability Report (Trial), requiring companies to disclose information on 21 ESG-

related topics. Environmental topics include: climate change mitigation, pollutant 

emissions, waste management, ecosystem and biodiversity protection, environmental 

compliance, energy use, water resource utilization, and circular economy practices. 

 

IPE has long monitored the performance of listed companies, achieving 

comprehensive collection of supervision data on their environmental performance 

and continuously expanding its evaluations of their climate actions. The newly 



launched ESG Q&A AI for listed companies integrates their ESG disclosures, IPE’s 

ongoing CATI Index assessments of corporate climate action since 2022, and 

environmental performance and disclosure data from affiliated entities. 

 

 

 
(AI-generated response. Please interpret with discretion) 



 

For listed companies, the Corporate ESG Q&A AI not only analyzes their own 

environmental and climate performance, but also extends its scope to cover their 

subsidiaries and other affiliated entities. This includes records of environmental 

violations and penalties involving related enterprises; the disclosure status of 

affiliated companies required by law to publish environmental information; 

greenhouse gas accounting and disclosure conducted by the company; emission 

reduction targets set; and energy-saving and emission-reduction measures 

implemented. It also includes annual and quarterly data on pollutant and 

greenhouse gas emissions disclosed by the company through IPE’s Blue Map 

platform or other public channels. 

 

Supporting ESG Improvement with AI Technologies 

 

IPE hopes that the newly launched Corporate ESG AI Q&A tool will enable 

enterprises, brands, and listed companies to efficiently gain insights into the ESG 

performance and best practices of their peers, benchmark against the management 

systems of leading companies and performance levels, and identify gaps and areas 

for improvement. 

 

IPE also hopes that buyers, investors, research institutions, and the general public can 

use this AI tool to track corporate environmental performance and climate actions. 

Through market mechanisms such as green procurement, green finance, and green 

consumption, these stakeholders can help build incentive and accountability systems 

that drive companies to enhance their ESG performance and improve the quality of 

information disclosure. 

 



Building on its first-generation AI product, IPE plans to continuously upgrade the 

system, aligning its indicator framework with leading domestic and international ESG 

standards while leveraging AI to significantly expand and refine information analysis. 

 

IPE will also continue to deepen the integration of AI with environmental 

governance, expand its “AI + Ecology” intelligent platform ecosystem, and explore 

new application scenarios—delivering smarter, more accessible data services and 

solutions for stakeholders, harnessing technology to protect our clear waters and 

green mountains and contribute to the vision of a Beautiful China. 

 

(Disclaimer: This report has been translated into English by IPE for reference purposes only. If any questions 

arise related to the accuracy of the information contained in this translated version, please refer to the 

Chinese version of the report, which is the official version.) 

 


